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‘ It’s like the brain is a
little bit diabetic.”
University of Southern California
professor Roberta Diaz Brinton, who
studies how menopause changes the
brain. Estrogen helps regulate the
brain’s metabolism, and researchers
are looking into the effect of hormones
on Alzheimer’s, which strikes women
disproportionately more than men.

‘ I encourage the
collaboration between
persons and associations of
different religions on behalf
of an integral ecology.”
Pope Francis, praising Christians,
Muslims, Jews, Hindus and others who
marched in Rome for their work caring
for the Earth, our “common house.”
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‘ Local shopping made

easier is a dimension
we felt was being missed.”
Jaron Waldman, CEO of Palo Alto,
Calif.-based Curbside, an app that
offers consumers the option of
ordering goods from Target and Best
Buy and then having those goods ready
at the curb when they swing by.

Tracking today at usatoday.com: P Supreme Court wraps up its term ... Greece must come to decision about its financial future ... Wimbledon gets underway

BANKS IN GREECE TO STAY
SHUTTERED AS CRISIS GROWS

Citizens swarm ATMs; ECB says it won’t increase credit

Nation & World
Watch

From Gannett and wire reports

» Malone, N.Y.: Police shoot
and capture 2nd escapee

The second of two murderers who
staged a brazen escape three weeks ago
from a maximum-security prison in
northern New York was shot and cap-
tured near the Canadian border on Sun-
day, two days after his fellow inmate was
killed, a sheriff said.

Franklin County Sheriff Kevin Mul-
verhill said David Sweat was shot Sunday
afternoon in the town of Constable and
taken to a hospital in Malone.

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY., said
Sweat was shot twice. He said no officers
were believed injured.

» Cape Canaveral, Fla.:
SpaceX ship breaks apart

An unmanned SpaceX rocket carrying
supplies and a first-of-its-kind docking
port to the International Space Station
broke apart Sunday shortly after liftoff.
It was a severe blow to NASA, still reel-
ing from previous failed shipments.

The accident happened about
2'/> minutes into the flight from Cape
Canaveral. A billowing white cloud
emerged, and fiery plumes shot out of
where the rocket was supposed to be as
pieces fell into the Atlantic.

P> Waves, N.C.: Teen getting
better after shark attack

A hospital spokeswoman says the lat-
est victim of a shark attack off North
Carolina’s coast has improved since ar-
riving in critical condition.

Carol Flynn said the teen was in seri-
ous condition in Norfolk, Virginia.

The shark attack was the second in as
many days on the Outer Banks and the
sixth in two weeks along the coast of
North Carolina and South Carolina.

A passport

Jane Onyanga-Omara
and Liz Szabo
USA TODAY

Greece will keep its banks
closed Monday and place re-
strictions on transactions as the
debt-ridden country’s financial
crisis deepens.

The banks will remain shut
for an unspecified amount of
time, following a recommenda-
tion Sunday by the Bank of
Greece, Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras announced.

“In the coming days, what’s
needed is patience and compo-
sure,” Tsipras said on Twitter.
“The bank deposits of the
Greek people are fully secure.
The same applies to the pay-
ment of wages and pensions —
they are also guaranteed.”

The move comes after the
European Central Bank said
earlier Sunday that it won’t in-
crease the level of emergency
credit to help the Greek banks,
after  bailout negotiations
stalled.

The Greek Parliament voted
to hold a referendum July 5 on
whether to accept a bailout deal
offered by the country’s inter-
national creditors to continue
financial assistance in exchange
for austere fiscal reforms.

Tsipras proposed the sur-
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People line up to use an ATM on Sunday in Athens. Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras vowed “the bank deposits of the

Greek people are fully secure.”

prise referendum over the
weekend and is urging people
to reject the creditors’ terms.
People in Greece lined up at
ATMs all weekend to withdraw
money while they still could.
Without an increase in emer-
gency credit, Greece’s four ma-
jor banks could soon run out of
cash, according to the Associat-
ed Press. It’s unclear whether
Greece will be able to repay
$1.8 billion due Tuesday to the
International Monetary Fund.
On Saturday, eurozone finan-
cial ministers rejected Greece’s
request for a one-month exten-

sion of that deadline.

If Greece defaults on its
loans, it could be forced out of
the 19-nation euro-currency
bloc. Under a worst-case sce-
nario, that exit from the euro-
zone could jeopardize Greece’s
membership in the 28-nation
European Union.

“The coming days will clearly
be important,” IMF chief Chris-
tine Lagarde said Sunday in a
statement. “The euro area to-
day is in a strong position to re-
spond to developments in a
timely and effective manner, as
needed.”

US, GERMANY
CONFER

President Barack Obama
spoke Sunday with Ger-
man Chancellor Angela
Merkel about the devel-
opments in Greece. “The
two leaders agreed that it
was critically important to
make every effort to return
to a path that will allow
Greece to resume reforms
and growth within the
eurozone,” the White
House said in a statement.

The European Central
Bank’s emergency credit cur-
rently stands at just under

90 billion euros, or about
$100 billion, according to the
Associated Press.

Cyprus’ finance minister said
his own bailed-out country
could consider writing off
330 million euros in rescue
loans to Greece if there is a deal
with other euro-area member
nations to lighten the country’s
debt load, the AP reported. The
finance minister, Harris Geor-
giades, said Cyprus supported
extending Greece’s rescue pro-
gram because it would be “cata-
strophic” for a country to stay
locked out of international
markets without having such a
program in place.

Hillsborough teen honored

to reading

COURTESY OF SCLSNJ

Somerset County Library System (SCLSNJ)’s Hillsborough
Library held a kickoff program for the Preschool “Read With
Me” Summer Reading Club. After hearing a story, over 45
children used their “Passports to Reading” at six different
stations: Paper Plate Fire Hats, Super Bowling, Dog Hero
Origami, Power Planes, Fire Horse Puppets and Coloring
Station. What a SUPER way to start our summer! There are
all different hero-themed programs happening at SCLSNJ all
summer long. For more information and programs, visit
SCLSNJ.org, and see a related photo gallery on

MyCentralJersey.com.

Edison woman
dies in 3-car crash

CHERYL MAKIN
@CHERYLMAKIN

EDISON — A township
woman died on Sunday
after she was involved in
a three-car car accident
at the intersection of
Route 1 and Plainfield
Avenue on Saturday
night.

Middlesex County
Prosecutor Andrew C.
Carey and Chief Thomas
J.Bryan of the Edison Po-
lice Department said that
a Plainfield man was
charged with causing the
auto-related death of Wu-
piju Lin, 70.

Chiwueze Ebere, 29,
was charged with death
by auto following the ac-
cident.

Ebere, who was driv-
ing a 2004 Jeep Grand
Cherokee, was heading
south on Route 1 when he
ran a red light and
crashed into a 2002 Acu-
ra RL that was being
driven by Lin’s husband.

Following the colli-
sion, Lin’s vehicle
crashed into a third car, a

2011 Honda Civic. Two
people in that vehicle
were not injured.

Police said Lin was
taken to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hos-
pital in New Brunswick,
where she died at 12:22
a.m. Sunday.

A passenger in
Ebere’s car and Lin’s hus-
band were taken to the
New Brunswick hospital
for examinations.

Ebere is being held at
the Middlesex County
Adult Correction Center
in North Brunswick. Bail
was set at $50,000.

The investigation was
initiated by Officer Jo-
seph Chonka of the Edi-
son Police Department
and Detective Donald
Heck of the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, authorities said.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Chon-
ka at 732-248-7400 or
Heck at 732-745-3711.

Staff Writer Cheryl Makin:
732-406-2627;
cmakin@mycentraljersey.com

for leadership by GLSEN

GEORGE TATORIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

In her freshman year,
Alyssa Concannon sat in
on a Gay Straight Alli-
ance meeting at her
school. It was story time.
They were reading “And
Tango Makes Three,” a
children’s book about the
true story of Roy and Silo,
two male penguins from
Central Park Zoo who be-
came a couple to raise an
orphaned egg. She was
hooked.

Now, four years later,
the Hillsborough High
School teen will be hon-
ored Monday, June 29, by
the GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian
& Straight Education Net-
work) Central New Jer-
sey Chapter for her lead-
ership role in raising
awareness for LGBT
teens both in and out of
the school’s Gay Straight
Alliance.

Concannon, who was
with the Alliance all four
years of high school, will
receive the Senior Honor
Award at the Chapter’s
annual Awards GALA,
being conducted from
5:30to 7:30 p.m. at Q-Spot,
LGBT Community Cen-
ter in Asbury Park.

Also being honored is
Ximena Aparacio, a 2015
graduate of Long Branch
High School, who took the
role of activist with her
Gay Straight Alliance in
two schools, participated
in the GLSEN Students of
Color Organizing imita-
tive, and provided leader-
ship with the GLSEN Cen-
tral NJ Student Leader-
ship Team.

The two graduating
seniors will receive $750
awards to further their
work in LGBT advocacy.
Dayna Halcolm and Mi-
chael Kearney, graduates
of Lenape High school
and Princeton Day School
respectively, also are re-
ceiving honorable men-
tion awards.

“I'm really impressed
with her,” said the Central
Jersey GLSEN co-chair,
Carol Watchler of Con-
cannon. “She really un-

Alyssa
Concannon

derstands the big pic-
ture.”

According to Watch-
ler, one of the organiza-
tion’s primary goals is to
create a “climate of re-
spect” in high schools by
combatting negative
stereotypes and isolation
many LGBT adolescents
feel while in high school.

Concannon and Apara-
cio worked hard to ensure
a safe place for LGBT
teens in their schools,
said Watchler.

Watchler said that the
use of anti-gay harass-
ment as an easy way to in-
sult others, even while in
jest, can have negative ef-
fects on LGBT youth as
they feel that they are not
being accepted by their

peers.
While there is no out-
right homophobia

amongst the students of
Hillsborough High, there
are a lot of students who
feel invisible.

“Behind closed doors
within  social groups
there’s ... isolation  of
LGBT (Lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual transsexual) teens
and a lot of stereotyping
going on,” Concannon
said.

Among her feats in
gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender awareness is
bringing the Day of Si-
lence, which spotlights
the social invisibility that
many LGBT teens face in
a high school setting, to
her school.

Concannon also helped
bring Ally Week, which
focuses on how students
can be better allies to
LGBT youth in and out of
school, and No-Name
Calling Week to Hillsbor-
ough High as well.

She believes the Gay
Straight Alliance made a
lot of progress in her
school with events like
these, especially as word
spread about them.

“We really got the
word out,” she said.

Concannon has also
been working to raise
awareness outside of the
halls of Hillsborough
High.

In 2013, she became a
member of the GLSEN
Student Leadership
Team, a group of students
aiming to make K-12
schools safe for all gen-
der and sexual expres-
sions. They organize re-
search projects and pre-
sent ideas on how to com-
bat LGBT stereotypes at
assemblies.

This year, Concannon
and Watchler talked to
younger kids about anti-
bullying and making
schools safe on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day at
Kidsbridge Tolerance
Museum in the Ewing
Community and Senior
Center.

There, she spoke in the
first panel entitled Creat-
ing Respectful Schools/
No Name-Calling Week,
which aimed to curb the
use of insults that deride
specific subgroups like
“gay,” “fat,” and “retard-
ed.”

She also participated
in a number of SPEAK
summits and workshops
with GLSEN.

Concannon plans on
bringing her LGBT activ-
ism to Florida, where she
will be attending Ringling
College of Art and Design
in Sarasota. She has been
in contact with ALSO (Ad-
vocacy Leadership Sup-
port Outreach) Youth, a
non-profit charity that
provides support to gay,

lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gender, intersex and
questioning youth locat-
ed a few blocks away
from her campus.

At Ringling, Concan-
non hopes to implement
what she has learned
about LGBT youth in her
art.

“Iwouldlove tobring a
visual representation to
the things I've learned,”
she said.

Watchler said she
hopes the historic Su-
preme Court ruling Fri-
day that legalized same-
sex marriage across the
country will imbue bul-
lied LGBT teens with a
sense of hope.

Now, “people under-
stand that LGBT teens
are a part of the fabric of
society,” said Watchler.

During the Gala, the
GLSEN Chapter also will
bestow commendation on
members of the 2014-2015
Student Leadership
Team, and thank numer-
ous volunteers who have
generated support and ef-
forts for the chapter’s
work of ensuring safe and
welcoming schools for all
regardless of sexual ori-
entation and gender iden-
tity or expression.

For more information
about the event, GLSEN
Central New Jersey, or
the Student Leadership
Team, contact
cnj@njglsen.org.

Editorial Intern George
Tatoris: 908-243-6602;
gtatoris@mycentraljersey.com
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